
 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 
FACILITY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE COMMISSION TASK FORCE 

 
Thursday, August 17, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. 

Friendship Auditorium  
3201 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA. 90027 

 
Public Comment Will Be Taken Both In-Person 

And Also, via Teleconference 
 
                                     To Offer Public Comment via Teleconference 
                                     Use this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83001021018 
 

Or Dial (669) 900-6833 to Join the Meeting 
Then Enter This Webinar ID: 830 0102 1018 AND PRESS # 

 
 

LUIS SANCHEZ, CHAIR 
MARIE LLOYD, COMMISSIONER 

 
Staff:  

Jimmy Kim, General Manager 
Cathie Santo Domingo, Assistant General Manager 

Darryl Ford, Superintendent 
City Attorney Representative 

 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN-PERSON AND REMOTELY VIA TELECONFERENCE.  EVERY PERSON WISHING TO 
ADDRESS THE COMMISSION REMOTELY MUST DIAL (669) 900-6833, AND ENTER 830 0102 1018 AND THEN PRESS # OR 
USE THE LINK: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83001021018.  INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO SIGN UP FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
REMOTELY WILL BE GIVEN DURING THE MEETING. EACH SPEAKER WILL BE GRANTED A MAXIMUM OF 2 MINUTES FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
 
NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES - IF YOU ARE COMPENSATED TO MONITOR, ATTEND, OR SPEAK AT THIS MEETING, 
CITY LAW MAY REQUIRE YOU TO REGISTER AS A LOBBYIST AND REPORT YOUR ACTIVITY.  SEE LOS ANGELES 
MUNICIPAL CODE 48.01 ET SEQ. MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT ethics.lacity.org/lobbying.  FOR ASSISTANCE, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE ETHICS COMMISSION AT (213) 978-1960 OR ethics.commission@lacity.org. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. CURRENT BUSINESS 
 

A. Venice Beach – “Declaration” Sculpture 
Discussion of Sculpture Removal 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Comments by the Public on Matters within Task Force Jurisdiction. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
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4. NEXT MEETING  
 
The next Facility Repair and Maintenance Commission Task Force Meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, September 7, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. at Friendship Auditorium, 3201 Riverside 
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

Additional Information 
 
Under the California State Ralph M. Brown Act, those wishing to make audio recordings of the Commission Task Force Meetings are 
allowed to bring tape recorders or camcorders in the Meeting. 
 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or any auxiliary aides and/or services may be provided upon request.  To 
ensure availability, you are advised to make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend.  For additional 
information, please contact the Commission Office at (213) 202-2640. 
 
Information on Agenda items may be obtained by calling the Commission Office at (213) 202-2640. Copies of the Commission Task 
Force Agenda may be downloaded from the Department’s website at www.laparks.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.laparks.org/


CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

 FACILITY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE COMMISSION TASK FORCE BRIEFING 
August 17, 2023 

 
 
Removal of Sculpture “Declaration”  

Background: 

Venice Beach is located at 1800 Ocean Front Walk in the Venice community of the City. This 
178-acre facility provides two play areas, benches, fitness area, paddleball courts, basketball 
courts and restrooms, the Venice Boardwalk and pier for the surrounding community.  

On September 6, 2000, the RAP commissioners (Commission) approved an installation (BR # 
00-332, Attachment 1) of the artwork entitled “Declaration” (Sculpture), and this Sculpture is 
made of steel and is approximately sixty (60) feet tall. This Sculpture is located on the Venice 
Beach Ocean Front Walk. The installation was intended to originally only be temporary.  

On October 16, 2002, the Commission approved another board report (BR # 02-360, 
Attachment 2) that approved in concept the permanent placement of the Sculpture at the Venice 
Beach Ocean Front Walk.  

On October 20, 2004, the Commission approved another board report (BR # 04-319, 
Attachment 3) making the Sculpture permanent. Photos of the Sculpture have been attached as 
Attachment 4. A building permit for the Sculpture is attached as Attachment 5. 

Since then, the Sculpture has been on RAP property for over twenty (20) years. Mark di Suvero, 
the artist (Artist) for this piece, has requested the removal from its installed location at Venice 
Beach as soon as possible. The artist has also noted that the Sculpture is in need of repairs and 
maintenance as one of the main reasons for removal of the aforementioned Sculpture. 

Funding Source: 

Per the Art Policy, RAP reserves the right to remove Public Art at the applicant’s expense. LA 
Louver Gallery, in collaboration with the Artist, will make the arrangement to remove the work 
and repair the site at no cost to RAP. 

On August 26, 2022, RAP staff received a letter of authorization for the removal of the sculpture. 
This letter is attached as Attachment 6.   

RAP staff, at this time, believe the cost of removal of the Sculpture is significant. Since the 
possible the cost of removal is estimated at more than Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000), this 
Sculpture’s removal should go to the RAP Board for approval before the Right-of-Entry Permit 
(ROE) is issued.  

At the request of RAP staff, representatives on behalf of the Artist prepared a document that will 
provide a detailed de-installation manual that includes the components, equipment, and 
procedures. This de-installation manual is attached as Attachment 7. There is currently no 
indicated removal of trees or planting of new trees as part of this project.  

Council District 11 is currently supportive of the removal of the Sculpture.  

Requested Action: 

RAP staff is seeking conceptual approval from the Task Force before moving this proposal for 
the removal of the sculpture to the full commission for final approval.   

Attachments: 
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1) Board Report No. 00-332 
2) Board Report No. 02-360 
3) Board Report No. 04-319 
4) Current Photos of Sculpture 
5) Building Permit No. 01020-30000-01224  
6) Letter From L.A. Louver on Behalf of Artist Requesting Removal of Sculpture  
7) De-Installation Manual of Sculpture  

 



REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER NO. 00-332 

DATE ___ s_e~p~t_e_m_b_e_r __ 6~1 _2_0_0_0 C.D. 06 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH - PLACEMENT OF A TEMPORARY WORK OF ART 

G.Lum __ _ 
K.Regan __ _ 
S. Klippel __ _ 
J.Combs __ _ 

Approved ___ _ 

J. Duggan ___ _ 
H. Fujita _.._ ___ _,_ 

•M. Tamuri ~f Lrt,. 
M. Matthews -'i __ wl.} 

Disapproved ___ _ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Board: 

Withdrawn ___ _ 

1. Approve in concept and allow the renown sculpturer Mr. Mark di Suvero, to erect one of his 
large scale metal sculptures in the "Plaza" on Venice Beach - Ocean Front Walk, pending 
approval by the Cultural Affairs Department; and, 

2. That the sculptor Mr. Di Suvero, through the Venice Family Clinic be given a permit to erect 
the work of art, when approved by the Cultural Affairs Department. 

SUMMARY: 

The Venice Family Clinic in collaboration with the Los Angeles Louver Art Gallery, has requested 
permission to place a temporary work of art in the "Plaza" (intersection of Windward and Ocean 
Avenues) on Ocean Front Walk. 

The installation of this art work is in conjunction with "Venice Art Walk 2001," scheduled for 
May 18, 19 and 20, 2001, with an installation date of the sculpture from mid March through July 
2001. Venice Art Walk 2001, will offer tours of more than 60 artists' private studios and homes, an 
art auction, live concerts and more as it has in the last 21 years. 

The artist has not designed this piece of art, but it will be similar to photographs of existing pieces 
to be shown at the Board meeting. In 1989 and 1990, similar pieces were exhibited on Venice Beach 
in association with the Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department that drew an estimated several 
million visitors, according to the Venice Family Clinic. 

Councilmember Galanter's office has no objections and staff recommends approval. 

This report prepared by Alonzo A. Carmichael, Planning Officer. 

Attachment 1



REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER NO. 02-360 

DATE __ o_c_t_o_b_e_r __ 1_6~,_2_0_0_2~ C.D. 11 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: VENICE BEACH OCEAN FRONT WALK: TEMPORARY PLACEMENT OF 
SCULPTURE 

J. Combs 
A. Coroalle_s __ 
J. Duggan __ _ 
J.Kolb __ _ 

Approved ___ _ 

H. Fujita '.41L­
*M. Matthewsf/..L.lY'-

L. Barth __ _ 

Disapproved ___ _ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Board: 

General Manager 

Withdrawn ___ _ 

1. Approve in concept the permanent placement of a sculpture at Venice Beach Ocean Front 
Walk; 

2. Authorize staff to extend the sculpture's existing temporary permit for a period of six (6) 
months; and, 

3. Authorize staff to assist the sponsoring agency, L.A. Louver Art Gallery, with the necessary 
permits/approvals required for permanent placement of the sculpture. 

SUMMARY: 

On September 6, 2000, the Board approved the temporary placement of a steel and stainless steel 
60' tall metal sculpture in the Arts Park area of Ocean Front Walk, at Venice Beach (Board Report 
No. 00-332). Though originally planned as a temporary installation, there is interest in retaining this 
sculpture as a permanent art work at this site. 

To accomplish this goal, various permits and approvals need to be obtained from several agencies 
relative to permanent placement of this work of art, including from the Coastal Commission, 
Department of Building and Safety, Cultural Affairs. Also, CEQA clearance and input from the 
community is necessary prior to issuing a right-of-entry permit for permanent placement. 

In 2001, permits and approvals had been obtained from the Departments of Building and Safety and 
Cultural Affairs for the temporary installation. An administrative right-of-entry permit was issued 
to the sponsoring agency, L.A. Louver Art Gallery, with standard provisions relative to liability, 

---------, 

Attachment 2



REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER 

PG.2 NO. 02-360 

repairs, and maintenance as the responsibility of the sponsoring agency/artist. This permit is 
scheduled to expire in November, 2002, and must be extended to allow the sponsoring agency 
sufficient time to obtain the necessary permits and approvals for permanent placement. 

The Arts Park area of Ocean Front Walk was originally planned for, and has functioned as, an area 
for temporary art installations at Venice Beach. A mitigated negative declaratio11 for Ocean Front 
Walk including The Arts Park area was adopted by the Board on January 8, 1997. Additional CEQA 
clearance will be necessary for the proposed permanent placement. 

Staff is recommending approval in concept for this permanent placement. Further, it is recommended 
that staff be authorized to extend the sculpture's temporary administrative permit and facilitate 
efforts by the sponsoring agency to obtain community input and the necessary permits and approvals 
for permanent placement. Staff will return to the Board for final approval relative to this proposal. 

Councilmember Miscikowski and the Pacific Region Superintendent concur with the 
recommendations in this report. 

Report prepared by Camille Didier, Supervisor, Advance Planning/Special Proj<:cts. 



Attachment 3









Attachment 4
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10 August 2022

RAP Board of Commissioners
City of Los Angeles
Via email c/o PCC and 

To RAP Board of Commissioners,

The artist Mark di Suvero has requested the removal of the sculpture Declaration from it’s
installed location at Venice Beach to happen as soon as possible. This sculpture has been on loan
for over 20 years, with the hopes of finding a buyer to acquire the work, and make it a donation,
but this has not transpired.

The work has weathered, and the artist also feels it is in need of restoration and repair. We would
like approval to remove the sculpture as soon as possible.

LA Louver Gallery, with the artist, will make the arrangements to remove the work and repair
the site. We are sorry that it cannot be a permanent installation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require additional information.

With thank in advance for your attention and approval as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Director
LA LOUVER Gallery

         

Attachment 6
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Declaration - Venice Beach

Weights


(1) Mast
8664 lbs
33” x 12” x 152 lbs/ft
56’ 10” length

(2) Legs -2
7600 lbs
7600 lbs
33” x 12” x 152 lbs/ft
50’ length

(3) Diagonal arms -2
6240 lbs
6240 lbs
24” x 12” x 104 lbs/ft
60’ length

(4) Cross beam
1480 lbs
12” x 12” x 74 lbs/ft
19’-10.5” length

(5) Joint - bottom
5000 - 6000 lbs
1.5 plate

(6) Extra top joint plate
5000 - 6000 lbs
1.5 plate

Total weight

49,824 lbs


Attachment 7



Declaration - Venice Beach




All plates are A36 mild steel

3 base plates are 1” thick

	 2 (8’x8’), 1(8’x12’)

	 on concrete pads

The sculpture is welded down to the base plates

Base plates are CEM Stud to the concert foundation - not sure on bolt sizes

All bolts in the sculpture are A325 grade 5, 1-5/8” nut and head 


(2) 70 ton cranes

	 One positioned in front of the north leg

	 Second crane positioned on driveway below mast

100 ft man lift, used an 80” for install, was short




Declaration - Venice Beach

Two trucks for shipping because of weight, and 60 ft beams

Gray beams on one truck, ((#1) mast inserted through (#5) joint)


Deinstall


Crane 0ne


Remove both (#3) beams (one at a time) then remove (#4) cross beam

	 small joints must be removed first or unbolted from beam (#2), 

	 these are brackets locking in beam (#3) to beam (#2)

	 

Crane two


Hook up to the (#1) Mast using two shackles through existing holes at the top


Crane one


Remove (#6) top joint plate

Then remove both (#2) leg beams one at a time


Crane one and two


Lower mast using both cranes (choke at bottom of beam on top of flange to prevent tipping)

Main joint plate (#5) stays inserted on the (#1) mast for tip down 

Main joint plate (#5) may stay inserted on mast (#1) for shipping


Noted extra equipment

Chain fall

Dunnage 

Plywood

Slings (steel and nylon)

Shackles - some picks can be done by using a shackle through an existing hole

Bridge clamps

Cutting torch

Grinder with cutting discs

Socket wrenches

Spud wrenches

Impact wrench

Drift and bull pins

Crow bars
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